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A Comparative Study on the Strategy of
Narrative between <Worm Story> and
<Secret Sunshine>

—Focused on ‘Mourning’ —

Han, Lae-Hee

The purpose of this thesis is to compare the novel “Worm Story’ with the
movie ‘Secret Sunshine’. This study trys to answer two questions which are
found in novel : (1) Why do June’s mother decide to go to the jail to see
murderer of his sun?, (2) What is the change in mother’s mind after meeting
murderer. If we find the answer this question, we can understand why movie
director create new character and why movie takes different ends from original
novel.

What to do first is distinguish same parts and different parts between novel
and movie. Next, we find the vague parts demanding the works of
interpretation. The vague parts in original work is above two questions. The
following is the result of the work of answering these two questions.

The original work has one mourning event, but the movie has two mourning
events. The first mourning event affects the second mourning event : the death
of son. The reason why dead son’s mother decides to go to jail has two
purpose : the method to maintain her belief in crisis, the fact that she could

be an assaulter. After her realizing that the murderer was forgived by God,
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the construction of reconciliation like <mother-God-murderer> becomes the
construction of struggle like <mother-God> because she encounter the voice
of super-ego demanding unconditional forgiveness.

What is the reason movie takes different end? The answer is director’s
different understanding of the human being, forgiveness, salvation. Men is
contradictory existence : He/She who is innocent could be murderer, and can’t
escape from God’s order. Movie’s different ending shows that different
interpretation about forgiveness, salvation, and human beings is the cause of

different ending.

Key Words : Mourning, Belief, Forgiveness, salvation, Unconditional Order,
Voice of super-ego
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